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»TO‘. ¢ For thevﬁecord | ;i“u D&TE ww@cvuggrw *ngrb‘fi
FROM  ©  pi-yin ‘ REF. No. pOmVI~70~L1iky

SUBJECT : qhe six Air America imployees believed internsa by hostile forces

an tha'mﬁrning of 23 October 1970 ihe uncersignea mel will The Ub kmbassy Folllical

Officer, Mr, wd selly, and dlscussed bLhe six alr america guployees bDelieved held

inecountry by posuile Lorces,

We oriefly aiscussedthe historical events ana futile altempis Lo obtaln inforzavion

“hegarding thelr whereapouts and condition.

A recap of each of thé new scticn ldeas or avenues wiich L suggesied 1o ndm foliow:

ls The North Vietnawese Hed Uross team is presentiy in bangkok aiscussing une
repatriation of several thousands oi Vielnzuese refugees. I oploeu Lhat it

may be pessible for our company people, or ihe respective Governmeanl Officlauls,

or International Ked (ross, Lo make contact with the North Viebnauwese teau
ano ciscuss the possibilities of thelr accepling pacxages, letters or jusi

a trade of informatlion. Hr. nelly aavised agalnsi such acilon ;&y¢a*u;n: Lhat

“(A) the NVA have never recognized treir presence in Laog ana {(B) the Ub
Governmeni is extremely reluctant Lo have any "oulsicersh invoivew in Lhess
initial, politically significant discussions.

He advised there bave been wives groups who bhave cootaclea TLhe aVa new Uross
team only Lo have the weor slammed in Their faces. He zlso recomuenued
agsinst attempiing to contaot the team, as it passed through Vientiane ic
Hanoi, directly or indirectly; as uau been one of Lhe plans we coula nave
possibly set up through the Lao dea Lross Presicent fir. JUQom DOWVAlNBVOlEs

(Mr. Rosaies has comtacted kr, Uuuom DOUVENnAVON, &0G had Arrangeq an interview

with me for the near fuiure).

My, Relly suggested we concentrate our efforts directiy t¢ ihe rathel .ao
ratuer ithan going through the North Vietnaweses

2. he was very "inmtriguea' anu receplive L0 Lhe sSuggestion Lnal we enlisi ine
© alc of the Local Viemtiane mmbassies whieh represent loe sationalilies oI vhe

other interned employees., As far as can be elermined oo one Las ever vLhougnl

of that particular approach to tne problem. 1his, L Suggestel may De a Lyve
of "low Keyed" avenue tnal would keep Lue "pad awerican guysh oul ol ine
picture. apdhently the wain emphasis in the past Las ueen regaraily LnoaULlNs
He (Keily)} wiii check with his bupervisors in regerus Lo this maller am
advise as how the initial approach tothe local britieh, Prilipyine ana
Thallana rmbassies would best be nandied - on a wiplomallc reguest ievel,

or alr america conbact level, he promised 1o goul Lotk W0 me Abab.
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3., He wili also check out and advise Lae [easablilvy in allempling To
establish contact with the ralunet Lao Poliviceld iewuer - Frince
oouphannouvong, directly through a potentlal contact, who as s
editor of the locad newspaper travels ireely lhrough FlL cournry
interviewing ihe PL leaders. il is felt this inalviaual coulu pe
approached and receptive due Lo his longime personal aguaintance
with one oi our Llao employeesa

i have advised Mr. helly that it is my desire Lo lntensily tune search
for information about our employees, Hecently the Fatnel wao
heacguarters in Vil has received some "wilves™ of uw pllous shou wown
-~ over kaos-@nd huve treated them cordially. (ihat :is, compared Lo
past contact.] rerhaps this may inuicate some sopl of change in thelr
political phileosophy whiech if we'lre persistemi, wili lead to the
salning of some information,

, It is my intent to write "for the recora memos about everything 4
. o do is thds regard as our riles here are terribly vold regarding the
= How's and why's of past evemis. 11U I ever ieave Vil want 1o al Least
leave a proper record of efforts in this area.
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